ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 02, 2016
REGULAR MEETING - 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Jerry A. Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Taylor, Council members Louise Barnes, Guy Graham, Melani Torgersen, Greg Allen and City Recorder Stephanie Steed. Council member 
Marlene Stowe and City Attorney Barry Huntington were excused.   

Also present were Monica Taylor, Garfield County Sheriff Danny Perkins, Leslie Venuti, Lawrence Barnes, Denise Olson, Drew Parkin, Jamie Clark, Robert McElaney, Chip Sharpe, 
Liz Sharpe, Terence Tontlewicz, Elaine Lott, Peggy Meisenbach, John Meisenbach, 
Wendy Stewart, Andre Yazdi, Toni Wassenberg and Deputy Jared Dunton.

Mayor Taylor led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PERSONAL COMMENTS
There were no Public Comments.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Council member Torgersen made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Allen seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Allen, 
Graham, Torgersen and Barnes voting aye.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE JULY 19, 2016 MEETING
Council member Barnes made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 19, 2016 meeting as written. Council member Torgersen seconded the motion. Motion carried 
with Council members Graham, Torgersen, Allen and Barnes voting aye.

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
There was no Planning and Zoning Meeting last week.

SCHEDULED ITEMS
GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF DANNY PERKINS - UPDATE
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Sheriff Perkins said he would like to compliment Escalante on the event today, you are a class act. Sheriff Perkins said the community united, you had lots of volunteers and your streets were clean and looked great. Sheriff Perkins explained the jail has a program for the inmates to interact in the communities by doing community service. Sheriff Perkins said the inmates do a fantastic job and are screened and supervised at all times. Sheriff Perkins encouraged Escalante City to use the inmates for whatever we need.

Sheriff Perkins said they have been swamped with Search and Rescue. Sheriff Perkins explained that the last Search and Rescue should have had a helicopter for assistance, but Kane County was in charge and said no. Mayor Taylor said he talked to one of the volunteers who was on the search and he said it was over 100 degrees that day. Sheriff Perkins said we had a lot of volunteers out on the search and is glad everything turned out okay, but he will call in a helicopter next time. Sheriff Perkins said we have a great group of volunteers on Search and Rescue and they make him shine. Sheriff Perkins said without the Volunteers and their employer’s support this county would be a mess. Sheriff Perkins said the Volunteers save people’s lives. 

Sheriff Perkins said on the other end of the county there was a murder in Cedar City last Sunday. Sheriff Perkins said the suspect had ties in Panguitch and was in town for around three hours with a local girl. Sheriff Perkins said the support we have through Garfield County and Iron County’s Task Force is unbelievable. Sheriff Perkins said, if they would had known the murder suspect had ties in Panguitch, they could have picked him up. Sheriff Perkins said the suspect and the local girl was picked up in Grand Junction two days later.   

Mayor Taylor told Sheriff Perkins he appreciates what he is doing not only for us, but for the County. 

Mayor Taylor said he appreciates the Search and Rescue and EMT Volunteers. Mayor Taylor said the EMT’s were out until three this morning and then helped with the Tour of Utah. 

GARFIELD MEMORIAL HOSPITAL ANNUAL UPDATE
There was no one present from Garfield Memorial Hospital. 

LANCE WEINBERG AND BARBARA GARRETSON -WATER METER - 290 W. 1225 S.
Leslie Venuti said she is representing Mr. Weinberg and Ms. Garretson. Mrs. Venuti said she would like in writing from the city, if a water meter will be approved on property, before she sells it. Mrs. Venuti said she met with Council member Graham on this property before she sold it and he said water would not be an issue, but now she is being told there is not enough pressure for them to receive a meter. Council member Graham said he was not told the home was only 560 square feet and did not know that until tonight. Council member Graham said he has no problem with the water meter for this home, but if he approves this one, there will be no more water meters in this area until the waterline is looped. Mrs. Venuti thanked Council member Graham and said it is a small home and she knows there is a problem with the waterline out there. Council member Allen said he bought property with a water meter on it, but Fire Chief Porter said there was not sufficient water pressure for fire control. Council member Allen said he had to spend more money to insure his home due to the fire control. This item was discussed at length. Council member Graham made a motion to approve the Water Meter for 
Mr. Weinberg and Ms. Garretson located at 290 West 1225 South. Council member Torgersen seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Allen, Graham, Torgersen and Barnes voting aye. 

WENDY STEWART - WATER AND SEWER - 800 W. 230 S.
Ms. Stewart said she needs a water and sewer connection so she can build a home on this property. Ms. Stewart explained her loan will not go through without approval for a water and sewer connection. Council member Graham told Ms. Stewart she needs to check into the drainage before she moves forward with an application to Planning and Zoning for her home. Ms. Stewart said they have looked into the drainage. Ms. Stewart asked if she is approved if she can pay for the connections after her loan goes through because the fees will be part of her loan. Council member Barnes asked Council member Graham if the waterline was on Ms. Stewarts side of the road. Council member Graham said yes and it is a dirt road. Council member Allen said he agrees with Council member Graham about checking with the drainage before building a home. Council member Allen made a motion to approve Ms. Stewart’s Water and Sewer Connection with the stipulation she can pay all fees after her loan goes through. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Torgersen, Allen, Graham and Barnes voting aye. 

UTAH LEAGUE OF CITIES AND TOWNS CONFERENCE
City Recorder Steed explained the Utah League of Cities and Towns Conference. City Recorder Steed said Council member Stowe and herself attended last year and would like to attend again this year. Council Member Torgersen said she would also like to attend this year. City Recorder Steed said this is a great conference for any Council member who is interested in going. Council member Barnes made a motion to send City Recorder Steed and any member of the Council who feels like they need to go to the Utah League of Cities and Towns Conference. Council member Torgersen seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Allen, Graham, Torgersen and Barnes voting aye. 

RECORDERS CONFERENCE
City Recorder Steed explained this is the Annual Recorders Conference and asked the Council for approval to attend the Conference. Council member Allen made a motion to send City Recorder Steed to the Recorders Conference in Vernal on September 28-30, 2016. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Allen, Barnes, Graham and Torgersen voting aye. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed said the Tour of Utah was a huge success.  

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fire Department was not present at said meeting. 
COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR JERRY A. TAYLOR
Mayor Taylor said he wants everyone to know how much he appreciates what they have done for the Tour of Utah. Mayor Taylor said Drew Parkin helped head this event up along with a lot of other people. Mayor Taylor said the Tour of Utah was a big hit. Mayor Taylor thanked 
Gail Miller, Tori Trice, Todd Hageman, Sponsors, the Community and everyone who helped out with this event. Escalante City went far beyond any other community.  

COUNCIL MEMBER GREG ALLEN
Council member Allen said lightning hit the computer on the gas pumps at the Airport. Council member Allen said Fred Spencer has been helping Sphere One with the gas pumps at the Airport. Council member Allen said South Central Communications sent an employee out to help Mr. Spencer get the computer back up and running. Council member Allen said he is getting multiple calls asking if we have fuel and a courtesy car available at the Airport. 

Council member Allen said City Treasurer Allen was in the City office this afternoon and heard City Recorder Steed cheering about the Tour of Utah. Council member Allen said watching the bikers riding by so fast and so close to each other made his blood stir. Council member Allen thanked Mayor Taylor, Garfield County and Escalante City for a job well done. Council member Allen said he saw Gail Miller at the Thrift Store reading the essays the kids wrote. Mayor Taylor said Gail Miller has 11,000 employees and for her to take time out to be here, was a compliment.  

COUNCIL MEMBER MELANI TORGERSEN
Council member Torgersen said she agrees with everyone, the Tour of Utah was a success. 

COUNCIL GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report.


COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe was not present at said meeting. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said they have been working on the roads. Council member Barnes said the County will be bringing more hot mix tomorrow. Council member Barnes explained they will fix as many pot holes as they can before they chip seal the roads. Council member Barnes said people are asking why the chips are being stored in the front of the City Yard. Council member Barnes explained the chips need to be stored on asphalt to keep dirt out of them. 

Council member Barnes thanked Drew Parkin and Alex Waters for all they did for the Tour of Utah. Council member Barnes said Blaine, Terry, Daryl and Stephanie also put a lot of work into getting ready for the Tour of Utah. Council member Barnes said it was a lot of work putting on an event like this, but when you see the racers go by it is exhilarating. Council member Barnes said watching these world class athletes was amazing. 

UNPAID BILLS			
Council member Barnes made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Torgersen seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Torgersen, Graham and Allen voting aye.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session needed at this time. 

Council member Barnes made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:31 p.m.
Council member Allen seconded the motion. Motion carried all in favor.




__________________________________________
Stephanie Steed / City Recorder
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